THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
examination of the atlas. But the House will, I am sure, best guard
its own dignity and authority by refraining from taking sweeping
or superficial views. Others have said that we must not follow
a hand-to-mouth strategy, that we must regain the initiative, and
impart to all our operations that sense of mastery and design which
the Germans so often display. No one agrees with that more than
I do, but it is a good deal easier said than done, especially while the
enemy possesses vastly superior resources and many important
strategical advantages. For all those reasons I have never, as the
House knows, encouraged any hope of a short or easy war.
None the less, it would be a mistake to go to the other extreme
and to belittle the remarkable achievements of our country and its
Armed Forces. There are many things for which we may be
thankful. The air attack on this Island has not overwhelmed us ;
indeed, we have risen through it and from it strengthened and
glorified. There is no truth in the statement which my right hon.
Friend the Member for Devonport made in his speech in the country,
that productivity in our factories is falling off at an alarming rate.
It may not be going as fast as we should like, and if anyone can do
anything to make it go faster, or tell us how to do it, he will be
rendering a great service. But it is not simply a question of giving
very strident orders and demands. There is a great deal more than
that in making the whole of our factories go properly, but it is
certainly the exact reverse of the truth to say that productivity is
falling off at an alarming rate. In guns and heavy tanks, for instance,
the monthly average for the first quarter of 1941 was 50 per cent,
greater than in the last quarter of 1940. The output for the month
of May, a four-week month, was the highest yet reached, and more
than double the monthly rate for the last quarter of 1940.
I felt I must contradict his statement to-day, because it happens
that I have heard from two foreign countries in the course of the
morning of the very serious effect which this statement produced
upon opinion there ; how it was published rapidly throughout Spain,
for instance, and given the greatest prominence, coming as it did from
an ex-Secretary of State. It was said to be exercising a bad effect.
I do not think we are in a sufficiently safe position to allow
ourselves the full luxuries of vehement statement upon these very
grave matters. As I say, we have many things we may be thankful
for. In the first place, we have not been overwhelmed by the air
attack 5 and our production, far from being beaten down by the
disorganization of that attack, has been increasing at a very
high rate.
The Battle of the Atlantic is also being well maintained.   In
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